SWANSEA AREA  RATEPAYER’S ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF MEETING, March 16, 2010
Present:
Nick Singh, Ian McIsaac, Bill Roberts, John Meijer, Ed Gaigalas, Louis Gris, David Fleming, Kate Lawson
Regrets:
George Dubauskas, Sybil Wilkinson, Gerad Daniel
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  


Nick Singh called the meeting to order at 7:36 pm.

2.  AGENDA AMENDMENTS & APPROVAL:      

Upon motion by Bill Roberts, seconded by Ed Gaigalas, and carried, the Agenda for March 16, 2010 was approved as amended.
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Bill Roberts, seconded by Kate Lawson, the minutes for February 16, 2010 were approved as amended.

4.  EXECUTIVE REPORTS

a)   Membership:
No report. 
b)   Fundraising:
No report.  Louis Gris will contact the Village Playhouse about the next fundraiser.
c)  Treasurer’s Report:
The report was accepted as tabled and upon a motion by Kate Lawson, seconded by Bill Roberts, and carried.

d)  Expenses:

Bill Roberts tabled expenses for $20.00 for parking and gas while dealing with SARA matters.  Kate Lawson presented the bill for the Town Hall mailbox.  Kate Lawson motioned that the expenses be paid.  The motion was seconded by John Meijer and carried.
5.  CURRENT MATTERS.
a)  New Members and Guests:
Phillip Oreopolos, from 25 Dacre Cres., with Prish Jain supporting him, explained that he was going back to the Committee of Adjustment in April with some minor changes to his plans.  He presented the plans and talked us through the changes, a third floor with a flat roof.  The variances being sought are for height, 9.7m in a 9.0m area, and GFA, 0.66 in a 0.35 zone.  He explained that the GFA is inflated because of the basement being included, and should only be measured at 0.50, a GFA he feels would easily be approved.  With respect to the height variation, because the neighbour’s house to the south is high compared to his, and the height is being added to the back, the height impact is minimal.  Bill Roberts pointed out that the numbers for GFA do not add up, with the basement included or not.  He suggested that the numbers be investigated and understood before going to the Committee of Adjustment.  Mr. Oreopolos asked for SARA’s support for his Committee of Adjustment application.  The executive told Mr. Oreopolos we would review the situation and get back to him before the Committee of Adjustment meeting.
Janet Li, from 75 Ellis Ave, explained that there is an increase in coyotes in High Park and they are increasingly being sighted on her and her neighbour’s properties.  She and her neighbours are concerned about the situation, and she has contacted Councillor Saundercook and Toronto Animal Services.  Animal Services informed her that they are monitoring the coyotes and would need a permit to relocate the animals.  She asked if SARA could help with the matter, possibly hosting a public meeting to discuss the following issues: what is the City doing, what is the Coyote management program, and, what is the limit of coyote/human interaction that can be tolerated.  Ed Gaigalas suggested that if the neighbours support dealing with this issue and would like to strike a sub-committee, SARA may be able to get involved and generate some action.
Kathleen Keefe, from 14 Wendigo Way, is opposing her neighbours Committee of Adjustment application to build an outdoor kitchen, large patio, and wall, adjacent to her property.  The work has already been started, with damage to trees on her property.  There is a significant decrease in green space, there could be safety issues with the structure being attached to the garage, and there would be a long high brick wall built along the property line.  
The executive discussed each item with the following results:

· 25 Dacre Crescent - SARA will defer any action pending the receipt of better information with respect to the Committee of Adjustment application.

· High Park Coyotes - Bill Roberts motioned that SARA would consider coordinating a public meeting provided that there is an appropriate level of support generated by Ms. Li.  John Meijers will call SARA members in the neighbourhood to see if they are interested, and if so, will give their names to Ms Li.  The motion was seconded by Kate Lawson and carried.
· 16 Wendigo Way – Bill Roberts motioned that SARA oppose all variations in the application as there is not enough soft landscaping and the proposal is not appropriate for the area.  John Meijers will write a letter of opposition.  The motion was seconded by David Fleming and carried.
b)  Property Encroachment at 55 Mayfield Ave - Willard Gardens Parkette:
No news.

c) Membership Committee:


Ian McIsaac investigated various methods to deliver SARA literature to the Swansea neighbourhood.  The Town Crier seems to be the best value at $540, with an 8½ x 11 insert that can be delivered via targeted postal walks.  Some discussion arose about the delivery, as many members have not noticed consistent delivery to their houses.  Ian McIsaac will investigate the delivery issues with the newspaper and report back.
d)  Waterfront Master Plan and Western Beaches:
No news.
e)  South Kingsway Ramps:


No news.  

f)  Sobeys Mall Traffic Problems:

Ian McIsaac reported that he has sent a letter to Councillors Mylchin.
g)  2500 Bloor Street West – Tridel Development:
No news.
h)  Sign By Law:


No news.
i)  Proposed Consolidated Zoning By Law:

No news.
j)  Scotia Bank Toronto Waterfront Marathon – September 27, 2009:
Kate Lawson reported that the final $1000 came in the previous week and that SARA will be getting their share soon.
k) Rennie Park Off Leash Dog Walk:

No news.
l) Activities at Certain Businesses in Etobicoke/York:
No news.

m)  Queens Pasta Liquor Licence Application:
No news.
n)  AGM and Provincial All Candidates Meetings – Room Bookings:
The All Candidates Meeting has been booked for September 28, 2010.  Bill Roberts motioned that the AGM will be June 1st, with Mayor Miller speaking at 8pm.  The motion was seconded by Kate Lawson and carried.  David Fleming, Nick Singh, and Ed Gaigalas will put together the meeting schedule and details for a flyer.

6.  LAND USE ITEMS
a)  Past Items:


169 South Kingsway:
No news.


69 Beresford:
David Fleming reported that the neighbour appears to be making progress in getting the City to enforce the Community Council decision.

3 Harcroft:
John Meijer reported the OMB approved the application.

37 South Kingsway:
No news.

155 Morningside:
This matter will be returning to the committee of adjustment on March 25, 2010

202 Riverside:
The COA decision is being appealed.


21 Mayfield:
The plans presented have questionable figures. The motion to write the COA to ask for clarification before the matter is delt with is movewd by John Meijer and seconded by Kate Lawson was carried.


12 Wendigo Way:
No news.
b)  New CoA Matters:

John Meijers reported that he just received a number of Committee of Adjustment notices.  He will summarise them and report on the changes via email.  Bill Roberts motioned that the executive deal with the matters as required and needed.  The motion was seconded by Loius Gris and carried. 
7.  COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

a)  High Park Community Advisory Council:

No news.

b)  Community Police Liaison Committee:


Kate Lawson reported that she has been trying to contact Sybil Wilkinson without any success.
c)  Swansea Community Recreation Centre & Rennie Park:

The garage sale will be on Sunday May 30th.
d)  Swansea Memorial Library and Friends of the Library:

No news.
e)  Swansea Public School:



No news.
f)  Swansea Town Hall Board of Management: 

Bill Roberts reported that the slate was elected at the AGM.  There is a change in the membership structure allowing any Town Hall user to be member.
g)  J.T. Bonham Residences:



No news.
h)  CORRA:




No news.

8.  ITEMS BEING MONITORED

a)  Windermere by the Lake:



No news.

b)  Southport Plaza:



No news.

c)  Former Joyco Station:



No news.
d)  Humber Bay Treatment Plant:


No news.
e)  Proactive Measures to Preserve the Character of Swansea:
No news.

f)  Storm Water Management Plan – Ellis Ave/Colbourne Lodge Dr:
No news.
g)  Bloor West Urban Design Study:


No news.
h) Humber Odeon Developments:


No news.
i) Adopt-A-Block Program and Display Poster:

No news.
j) Rennie Park/Ellis Avenue Storm Sewer Replacement:

No news.
k) Runnymede Avenue Speeding and Bus route:

No news.
l) Bloor Street Humber Bridge Repair: 


No news.
m) 0 Old Mill Road:



No news.
n) Swansea Traffic Study:



No news.

o) Booking of Swansea Town Hall Rooms for SARA Meetings:
No news.
9.  NEW BUSINESS:

Earth Hour presented by Green 13 – Nick Singh will put together some content for the poster and have it reviewed by the executive.
New City Archives agreement – Defer.
10.  NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday April 20, 2010
11.  ADJOURNED:
10:00 PM
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